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Prime Minister Obuchi. With respect to the
North Korea issue, basically the United States,
South Korea, and Japan should cooperate in try-
ing to resolve the matter. And on this point,
we have had discussions with the President, and
I think that it has been confirmed that this
kind of trilateral deliberations and consultations
will continue.

The North Korean missile flew over our terri-
tory and landed in the Pacific Ocean, but it
was a very shocking experience for us. And
therefore, in that respect, Japan would like to
try to see what kind of cooperation Japan can
extend to North Korea to these consultations
and consultative processes. However, there are
some doubts about the underground nuclear fa-
cilities—should the North Koreans have—and
therefore, we are looking forward to the surveys
and investigations which will be conducted by
the United States and hope that that kind of
a doubt will be cleared very soon.

On the other hand, we have to cooperate
on the KEDO project, and therefore, in that
respect, we are trying to extend our cooperation
as the President has just mentioned. And as
Japan, we are going to be thinking of providing
a billion dollars’ worth of support; and therefore,
in that respect, we hope that such underground
nuclear facilities or facilities that are producing
nuclear material is not there in reality because

if that happens, it will be very difficult for us
to persuade the Japanese people about the kind
of cooperation we would be able to extend to
the North Koreans. And therefore, in that re-
spect, we would like to ask for the under-
standing of the United States, and we’re asking
for the cooperation of the United States in this
respect.

In any case, we do hope that we will be
able to see that North Koreans will be able
to coordinate their efforts together with the peo-
ple that are involved. Although in the consulta-
tion tables we are not included ever, we hope
that the United States and South Korea will
provide us the needed information so that we
will be able to pursue our policies in trying
to stabilize this area and bring peace and sta-
bility into the region.

I’m sorry, the time is up. Thank you very
much.

NOTE: The remarks began at 5 p.m. in the Asahi-
No-Ma Room at the Akasaka Palace. In his re-
marks, the President referred to the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum (APEC), the World
Trade Organization (WTO), and the Korean Pe-
ninsula Energy Development Organization
(KEDO). Prime Minister Obuchi spoke in Japa-
nese, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Exchange With Reporters in Tokyo
November 20, 1998

Impeachment Inquiry

Q. Mr. President, we were told that you were
briefed today on the Judiciary Committee hear-
ings back in Washington. Can you tell us what
was your impression about the hearings? What
kind of guidance did you give your attorney
David Kendall about his accusation that Ken-
neth Starr was guilty of prosecutorial mis-
conduct? And what do you think about the sub-
poenas for Bruce Lindsey and Bennett?

The President. Well, first of all, I got only
a cursory briefing. I didn’t see any of the hear-
ings, and I really can’t comment on how they
went. I only became aware recently, I think
after I left, that Mr. Kendall was going to be
able to ask some questions. So I don’t know.

My understanding is that he essentially asked
questions consistent with the letter he had writ-
ten both to Mr. Starr and the Attorney General
several weeks ago. But beyond that, I don’t
know. I really haven’t talked to anybody back
in Washington. I just got a general, cursory re-
view of that.

Q. You didn’t say anything to him about pros-
ecutorial misconduct?

The President. I believe that—I don’t know
this because I haven’t seen it, and I haven’t
talked to anybody—my understanding generally
was that the issues he raised were issues he
had raised months ago—at least several weeks
ago. He wrote a letter to Mr. Starr and wrote
a letter to the Attorney General. But I don’t
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know very much about it. I’ve been here work-
ing on these economic and security issues, so
I really can’t say.

Q. And the subpoenas of Bennett and
Lindsey?

The President. I’m not concerned about it,
but I think Mr. Lindsey’s subpoena was covered
by previous decisions. But my understanding is
that a subpoena for Mr. Bennett is without any
precedent; that is, as far as I know, there has
never been a case where a person’s lawyer was
asked to come and testify. But you will have
to talk to them because I really—I haven’t been
there. I haven’t been involved in it; I don’t

know what they’re saying. And we’ll just have
to see what happens.

I’ve got work to do here on the American
economy and on these security issues, so that’s
all being handled by people back in Washington.

NOTE: The exchange began at 6:05 p.m. at
Haneda Airport, prior to the President’s departure
for Seoul, South Korea. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to his personal attorneys David E.
Kendall and Robert F. Bennett; and Independent
Counsel Kenneth Starr. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this exchange.

The President’s News Conference With President Kim Dae-jung of South
Korea in Seoul
November 21, 1998

President Kim. Good afternoon. I whole-
heartedly welcome President Clinton’s visit
today, which marks his third visit during his
term in office. The fact that in the first year
of the new government in Korea we have had
an exchange of summit meetings demonstrates
to our peoples and the rest of the world the
solidity of the alliance that binds our two coun-
tries.

We, the two heads of state, as we had agreed
during the summit meeting in June in Wash-
ington, have decided to take the Korea-U.S. re-
lationship to a higher level of partnership into
the 21st century based on our shared treasured
values of democracy and market economy.

Through my second summit meeting with
President Clinton after my inauguration, I have
had a broad and indepth consultation with Presi-
dent Clinton on the political situation on the
Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia, the East
Asian economic crisis, and regional and global
issues of common interest. In particular, our
consultation focused primarily on the following
four areas:

First, we agreed that the security alliance be-
tween the two countries must stand firm and
solid. President Clinton reaffirmed the unwaver-
ing security commitment of the U.S. toward the
Republic of Korea, and we, the two heads of
state, agreed that his visit has provided an op-

portunity to further strengthen the close security
alliance.

Second, President Clinton and I reviewed
North Korea’s recent attitudes towards the Re-
public of Korea and the United States, and we
appreciated the present state of exchanges and
cooperation between the North and the South.
Given the current situation on the Korean Pe-
ninsula, we also agreed that the policy of en-
gagement is the best policy from a realistic
standpoint and that this ought to be pursued
with consistency.

We also noted the contribution of the Geneva
agreed framework, the contribution the frame-
work is making toward peace and stability on
the Korean Peninsula as well as the global ef-
forts for nuclear nonproliferation. We affirmed
that we will continue to work together to keep
the light-water reactor construction going
smoothly.

However, we, the two heads of state, we
made it clear that we will not tolerate any pos-
sible attempt of North Korea to proliferate nu-
clear weapons, missiles, and other weapons of
mass destruction, and decided to closely coordi-
nate in talking with the North on a wide range
of pending issues.

In particular, President Clinton and I had a
full exchange of views regarding the suspicion
surrounding underground construction activity
within the North. I told President Clinton that
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